






PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This fonn is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
nick.pulcinella@comcast.net 

SPECIES (common and scientific name) Cab I ES>Lw, e YIY >-'- ( L. ws) ,£,{""o\ C.'-lS) 
Subspecies, if known. _________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS _ __._\_ SEX(ES) \h_, -=,.... (I N .._, 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE($) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gullJt basic or alternate if you prefer 
those tenns; staterof molt if applicable): AD-I I- r- I,-..> P>e, ~ep IN Cc, t'L;->JMA-p '=: 

ro.:,y~r-- _a.e:0:7 c>:1c ~ cc;.~e1.-E..Q°e 
DATE OF OBSERVATION O'\ ea... "1...~ 

1 
"1.. o ~ \o TIME 4: 4-~ f M G. Sr-

LOCATION (city, borough, township) \:iA4 ~c.c J'::: Tw:t; i)-..l ~ )!-'S c~.., ..-1 :r::r 
EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) N94):;A"" r,s s, ""-l. s. f • (? C':)ee., t-JA:::: 

OBSERVER REPORTING: 
Name SC s, ~:':= F~ <:. y e. 1 :s 
Address __'.j__1J ~e:. ~ E; 
City f@Nt-J"S -,-{l Statela_ ZIP }f>c:.~3 

e-mail (optional) ________ phone (optional) --.2.15":-'9•3-'°'°) ~ 

OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): ___________ _ 
N<:.NG:.. 

HABITAT (e.g. mowed field, woodland edge, any other details) y,,,.Q fc: l'.'0 8 ~, ...s p._ 

b c. cu·-: D c. c. )c:.. :> 

DISTANCE TO BIRD. __ ..;;;~:...-~.;...-_:-f ........ ,..-&-=r,a.a.-.... :i ___________ _ 

VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, ~ather, position of sun relative to you) C.:1-ee@...I 'N 1 ~ D 
5:-l:S> cnfrl; s,,N t:>e..H>'-l~ Ma 

0---.1 

N-

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED ~,c.:i:+ ~ \..s,:n\\ 'b J< 4 '\: L,Lio ·, 5s}f:o- 1S::-\c>~ ~ :sf, ir k,,<:-
!4~)c: C~".)~ ·n,igt,e._ ~44() l>Ho\-Cf-\1""' - >4P-~~ '\1'7\S) T\40-.;i )ce.,'=::,, 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant 
to this individual): ';?fhei-l..E 1Z--, ··p~"'N \-h, .. eJL,uJ (o w. 9"-'4; -e4a. 
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(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 



VOCALIZATIONS ______ ___,,...,...-~--------------------
1>-iRb-\ &, He.ALO 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph ""'l... Video recording Audio recording_ Drawing __ 
Photographer/recorder/illustrator: 

Name t)P.,~E ~ ... a~ 
Address ________________________ _ 
City ____________ State __ ZIP ______ _ 
e-mail (optional), _________ phone (optional), _______ _ 

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing, please include it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition, ____________________________ _ 
If collected (by permit), location of specimen if known. ________________ _ 

SEPARATION FROM SIMILAR SPECIES (how you eliminated others) _____________ _ 

DISCUSSION - Anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating it: ____ _ !:': ..,,o~ ;;;:. G;,o~!;.;~: ~s(i p;f"'·,...,wf=:fl e-cr- ~~ $h.-es-=-, 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES ____________ _ 
tnAt:!:J e c l...A:,CG: >AHC)6::... i\o j12.s es;.c, 

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF YOUR IDENTIFICATION? (why or why not)_-,-----------,,...-----
l £~ ?;> -ti::r-- ~ t.·" )...o l--'e-<E;:-: \..., K<::r:> cLs£~ve,10 .....,- > ~ f?l-,<o~ ~ 

REFERENCES CONSUL TED: 
During observation S,~~ ~"~ ~ ~1£.0 ~ 
After observation lQ\>~ >--> x • ~. J E:'I (2.. ~ t ~- ~ en,,~ - ()\-c,c i--l 1! \.-~ s 'S ic ~ 

DATE OF THIS REPORT: m ,3 (L "L :t, '2.. .,. ~ "-o:I 
\) , 

SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER +.Pov:)" G .:F;-c-~ ~" ' > 



' / 
' 

6 <16-<J~ UK}(.. 

UNUSUAL SIGIITING DOCUMENTATION 
Species (common & scientific): California Gull Larus californicus 
Number of Individuals: 1 Sex(es): ? 
Age(s) & Plumage(s): Adult Full Breeding Plumage 

Date Seen: 3/24/2006 & 3/25/2006 (found 3/23-George Franchois) Time: 3/24 from approx. 2 
PM- 2:30 PM & dusk; 3/25 4 PM- 5:30 PM 
Where Seen (Town/County: Haycock Twp., Bucks Co. 
Exact Location (Park, Road, Lake): Nockamixon State Park 

Observer Reporting: 
Name:, August Mirabella 
Address: 1443 Wheaton Lane 

North Wales, PA 19454 
E-mail: augustmirabella@aol.com 
Telephone (optional): 215-368-0594 
Other Observers (Only those who saw & identified the bird with you): Ian Baldock 
Distance to Bird: 125-150 feet 
Viewing Conditions (Sky, weather, position of sun relative to you): Clear; sun behind us 3/24. 
Optical Equipment Used: 7X42 Zeiss Bins & Leica 77 APO w/20-60X Zoom 
Habitat: Sitting on boat dock at marina on the large lake 
Description ( only what you observed; size relative to other species present; posture, 
body shape & proportions; colors & patterns of plumage: I had received an E-mail from 
George Franchois just before noon 3/24 advising that he had a possible California Gull 
and wanted to know what I and others he mailed it to thought. His E-mail included a 
couple of pictures. The description was good and pictures supported his thoughts. 
Knowing that George has a wealth of ID knowledge from experience and study of the 
birding literature, I knew this should not be taken lightly. I thought that it had been seen 
that morning, so I decided to go but later found out George actually found it the afternoon 
of 3/23. I found Ian Baldock already there and within a few minutes found the bird and 

. got Ian on it as well. 
It stood out due to the very bright breeding plumage, slightly darker color than 

surrounding Herring and Ring-billed Gulls, and much lighter color than the many Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls. It had yellow legs. I immediately saw the well-defined red 
gonydeal spot against a very bright yellow bill. There was a narrow sharply defined 
black strip directly next to and in front (toward the tip) of the red spot. This black strip 
extended to the upper bill. The tip of the bill was yellow. Unfortunately, none of the 
pictures taken show this fine point clearly but I assure you it was there. I then quickly 
checked for eye color and saw that it had the expected dark iris, appearing brown in color 
not black, and it had a red orbital ring. The head had no streaks. Underparts and head 
were white as was the tail which I saw as it preened. The folded wings showed black 
primaries with bold well-defined white spots. The size of the bird was not noticeably 
different than the Lesser Black-backed Gulls. The crown of the head was consistently 
very round independent of posture. A prominent wide white tertial patch was displayed. 
Later I saw the bird in flight on 3/24 and again on 3/25. On 3/24, the bird was flying for. 
many minutes and the extensive well-defined triangular black wing tips were seen for 



CALIFORNIA GULL (Larus californicus) 
1 INDIVIDUAL, SEX UNKNOWN 
ADULT IN BREEDING PLUMAGE 
MARCH 23, 2006, 4:45 PM EST 
NOCKAMIXON STATE PARK MARINA 
HAYCOCKTWP,BUCKSCOUNTYPA 

After receiving Bill Etter's reports of fabulous numbers of gulls over at Lake 
Nockamixon, I decided have a look for myself. March is a propitious month to visit the 
marina area of the state park for gull opportunities. Record numbers of Lesser Black
backed Gulls can be found here on just about any March afternoon. I was particularly 
interested in the five Iceland Gulls he observed as I hadn't seen any for a while. I found 
two Icelands along with perhaps ~300 Lesser Black-backs, many Herring Gulls and many 
hundreds of Ring-billed Gulls. While scanning the resting birds on the docks, I came 
across this very white-headed, gentle-looking gull with obviously dark eyes. Well, we 
just don't see many adult gulls around here with dark eyes and so a closer look was 
needed. The bird was in very close proximity with LBBG's (Lesser Black-backed Gull) 
and a few HEGU's (American Herring Gull) and so good comparisons could be made. 
Similar in size to the many, many LBBG's. Yellow legs as LBBG' s. Lighter mantle 
coloration than LBBG's. 
Dark irides compared to yellow-eyed LBBG's. Smaller, more rounded head than 
LBBG's. Smaller in size than flesh-legged HEGU. A shade or two darker gray than 
HEGU on mantle. I considered HEGU and LBBG to be the only other possibilities and 
was left with CAGU. All birds were up and down en mass several times and so I lost my 
gull and did not see it in flight as I would have been looking for the more extensively 
black primary areas. A couple of other birders were present earlier but they had left and 
so I had no other eyes to help me out here. 

I feel quite confident I observed an adult California Gull in full breeding plumage. Other 
experience with CAGU limited to many birds at Lake Tahoe in 1990. 

Equipment used consisted of Bauch and Lomb 8 x 44 binos; Swift l 5-60X Spotting 
Scope; Kodak EasyShare DX 7440 digi-cam. Photos included, not good as they were 
hand held thru my 35 yr old scope, but fortunate to get them. Sun angles were good. 

George Franchois 
911 Lake Lane 
Pennsburg PA 18073 
215.679.6619 
ivorybill41@netcarrier.com 
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Record No: 346-02-2006 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: California Gull (Larus californicus) 

Date of Sighting: 23 March 2006 to 25 March 2006 
Location: LAKE NOCKAMIXON 
County: BUCKS 
Observer(s): George Franchois, A. Mirabella, G. Dewaghe et al. 

Date of Submission: 2006 
Submitted by: George Franchois, A. Mirabella, G. Dewaghe, Thomas Ford-Hutchinson 

Written Description: No Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class ID Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
' IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R Wiltraut J< 
A. Guarente X 
T. Johnson X 
J. Stanlev X. 
E. Witmer ~ 

J. Heller ()(_ 

G. Malosh ><:. 
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